Whole Questions – The week of 2/5/12
Passages to re-read: John 1:1-16, with particular emphasis on verse 16.
1. Re-read John 1:16.  Pastor Andrew likened “grace upon grace” to the constant crashing of the waves on the shore of the beach.  Just as one wave crashes, another rises up behind it.  Just as one act of grace come, another is there behind it.  
The emphasis on Sunday was two-fold: past grace and future grace.  Grace upon grace.  For past grace, the key word would be, “remember.”  Read Joshua 4:6-7, 20-24.  As you read this passage and as you think about this past year take a few moments to discuss the following:

· What were the Israelites remembering?  (If you need help, also read Exodus 14)

· What did they do to help them remember?

· What past grace can you remember from this past year?  What will you do to remember it and tell others about it?

2. Re-read John 1:16.  Pastor Andrew also talked about “Future Grace.”  This is the idea that God has not only worked graciously this past year, but that He will continue to work graciously this year.  In regards to this, Pastor Andrew said, “I never want to be guilty of asking God for too little.”  

Read Matthew 7:7-11.  What do these verses tell us about asking God for future grace?  Take a few moments to share what you may be asking God for personally this year.  

After that talk about what you are asking God for in the life of you Community Group and in the life of theGathering for 2012.  Two things that Pastor Andrew mentioned for 2012 were: an increased activity in fighting sex trafficking in our city; and the desire to add another full time staff member in 2012.  As God to work, and ask God how you may be a part of that future grace.

3. Finally, read through the Elder Doc, as a Community Group, and spend some time discussing the document.  Talk about what an Elder is, and what he is called to do.  Ask questions.  Interact with the idea.  In the end, spend time in prayer for:
· The work of God through theGathering

· The Lead Team at theGathering

· The newly installed Elders

· The vision that God has given us for 2012, that we may more effectively Connect with people, Encounter God, and Inspire (be inspired) to action.

http://www.thegatheringnc.org/contentpages/10672/d90407eb-6078-47b8-aa6f-83e6d7fb6f94/Elders.aspx
